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WDBJ Television Inc.   •   2807 Hershberger Road  •   Roanoke, VA   24017  •   540-344-7000 

July 1, 2015 

 

The Honorable Morgan Griffith 
323 West Main Street 
Abingdon, VA  24210 
 
Dear Representative Griffith: 
 
You may have read about the record $325,000 fine for indecency the FCC recently 
suggested be imposed on WDBJ Television, Inc. in Roanoke, Virginia.   As a courtesy, I 
wanted you to have a copy of the document WDBJ7 has filed to oppose that fine. 
 
In short, in coverage of a story of importance to the Cave Spring community in 
Roanoke, a WDBJ7 editor accidentally included a piece of video that contained an 
offensive image.   Our filing explains how that image was on only 1.7% of the screen  
(in the far right margin) for 2.7 seconds and that it was not visible to the photographer 
who edited the story or to the two supervisors who also reviewed the story before it 
aired.   The filing details how the FCC made incorrect assumptions in assessing the fine 
and veered from its own past practices as it relates to “fleeting” and “unintentional” 
images in news coverage.  
 
This year, WDBJ7 will celebrate its 60th year of serving the citizens of the Roanoke 
Valley with honesty and integrity.  We deeply regret the technical mistake made in this 
story but believe the FCC action excessive.    
 
I hope you will contact me directly if you have questions or concerns.   
 
Sincerely, 
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